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Note — Papers belonging to the old clerk's office of the Chancery 
Court of Williamsburg in 1797 show that William Downman died in 
1765, leaving a son Rawleigh, aged about 17, and a wife Ellen Ball, the 
widow of Richard Chichester. That Rawleigh his brother, who went 
to Europe returned, and was the father of Joseph Ball Downman and 
Rawleigh W. Downman. It is also shown that Chilcot Symes died in 
England and left a large estate to Richard Chichester, whom he ap- 
pointed executor. After Richard Chichester's death, Richard and John 
Tucker, Esquires in London were administrators with Chilcot SymeV 
will annexed. Richard Chichester left issue Richard, John, Jean married 
John Payne, Elizabeth married William Glasscock, Ellen married An- 
drew Robertson, Hannah and Mary. Ellen Chichester, their mother, 
married 2dly. William Downman (11 William 4 Downman above) and 
had issue Raleigh b. 1748. The emigrant Richard Chichester, grand- 
father of Richard Chichester who married Ellen Ball is spoken of in the 
records as Esquire indicating that he was probably an alderman or the 
son of a Knight. 



TRAVIS FAMILY. 



Partial accounts of this family have been published in the 
Magazine from time to time, and the facts may be now col- 
lected here in a more connected statement : John Johnson, 
"yeoman and ancient planter," was living at Jamestown Island 
in 1624, with his wife Anne, son John, aged one year; daugh- 
ter Anne aged 4 years; and maidservant. He patented 15 
acres on the East side of the Island. 1, Edward 1 Travis mar- 
ried Johnson's "only daughter and heir" before 1637, as proved 
by a patent for land at Chipoak's Creek, in James City County 
(now Surry County). Burgess for James City County in 
1644, patented 326 acres at east end of Jamestown Island in 
1653, which was confirmed to "his son and heir," 2, Edwatd 
Travis in 1663. (Land Register and Hotten's Immigrants.) 

By other patents obtained from time to time the Travis in- 
terests was increased to about 838 acres in all, located at the 
East end of Jamestown Island. In the course of time the west 
end became the property of the Ambler family. It was not 
until 183 1 that the Travises and Amblers parted with their 
interests on the Island. 
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2, Edward 2 Travis married, it is believed, Elizabeth Cham- 
pion, for a power of attorney was recorded in 1678 in Surry 
County by Edward Travis and Elizabeth, his wife, witnessed 
by John Champion and William Harrison. (Surry Co. 
Records.) This John Champion was probably the John Cham- 
pion, who was living in Isle of Wight County about 1687. 
(Quarterly, VII., 244.) His tombstone is in the Travis 
burial ground at the East end of Jamestown Island, according 
to which he was born November 10, 1660, and died Decem- 
ber 16, 1700. He was doubtless a brother of Mrs. Travis, 
Edward Travis according to his tombstone which lies by John 
Champion's died November 12, 1700. 

There succeeded at Jamestown Island 3, Edward 3 Travis, 
v/ho appears as the grantor in a deed in 1717, and was a pur- 
chaser at the sale of John Brodnax's effects in 1719. Soon 

after which his widow, Rebecca , born 1677, (Cradle 

of the Republic, 134), and died December 19, 1723, married 
William Brodnax. She had issue by first husband (Quar- 
terly XIV., 52, 135) : 5, Rebecca Elizabeth who married John 
Tucker, of Norfolk Co., whose will was proved December 16, 
1762, and names sons Henry, John, Travis, daughters Frances 
Calvert, Rebecca Elizabeth, Jane, wife Rebecca Elizabeth and 
executor Edward Champion Travis. 6, Edward Champion 
Travis. 

By her second husband, William Brodnax, Mrs. Travis had 
William, Edward and Elizabeth Rebecca. 

6, Edward Champion 4 Travis who died in his 59th year 
in August, 1779, was born in 1721 (Ibid, XII., 26). He was a 
burgess for Jamestown Island, from 1752 to 1765, and held the 
rank of colonel in the militia of James City County. He mar- 
ried Susannah Hutchings, (daughter of Col. Joseph Hutchings 
of Norfolk), who died aged 32 October 28, 1761. (Tombstone 
in Travis burial ground.) Issue: 7, Elizabeth; 8, Amy; 9, 
John (all three children died infancy — tombstone) 10, Cham- 
pion; 11, Susanna H, who married William Armistead, of 
New Kent Co., 12, Edward; 13, John. These last four are 
named in Edward Champion Travis' will which was proved 
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in York County, Sept. 20, 1779. He left land in Brunswick 
County to Son Edward; the tract at Timson's Neck in York 
County (now called Travis' Neck) purchased of Orlando 
Jones and others containing 578 acres to son John then under 
age ; his silver cup, purchased of William Drummond, to 
daughter Susanna Hutchings Armistead. 

10, Champion Travis (Edward Champion,* Edward, 3 Ed- 
ward, 2 Edward 1 ) was a member of the conventions of 1774 
and 1775, colonel of a State Regiment in 1775, Naval Com- 
missioner in 1776, justice, sheriff, &c. He married Elizabeth 
Boush, daughter of Capt. Samuel Boush, of Norfolk, and had 
issue: 14, Susan, who married Edmund Ruffin, noted agricul- 
turist; 15, Catherine Boush married Dr. Jesse Cole; 16, Bet- 
sy married William I. Cocke, of Surry; 17, Edward Cham- 
pion; 18, Samuel; 19, John; 20, Robert — four last named in 
will of grandfather Samuel Boush. 

18, Samuel 6 Travis (Champion 5 Travis) was appointed 
justice of York in 1802, and served in the House of Delegates 
from James City County in 1818, 1819, 1820, 1821. He was 
captured by the British in a naval battle in the York river in 
which he behaved gallantly. He died in Williamsburg July 8, 
1821. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Capt. Francis Bright 
of the Virginia Revolutionary Navy. He had issue: 22, 
Francis B., only son, who died Feb. 13, 1818, aged 17 years; 
23, Susan H., married Richard Channing Moore; 24, Eliza- 
beth married (T) Henry Edloe (2) Dr. Jesse Cole, of Wil- 
liamsburg in November, 1842 (his second marriage) ; III. 
Samuel Travis Bright; 25, Virginia F., who married Albert 
G. Southall; 26, Catherine, who married John M. Maupin (He 
Maupin, married 1st. Matilda E. Cole her first cousin) ; 27, 
Julia, who married Robert H. Armistead, formerly an at- 
torney-at-law in Williamsburg, father of Robert Travis Armis- 
tead now living in Williamsburg. 

12, Edward 5 Travis (Edward* Champion) Captain in the 
Revolutionary Navy married I. Betsy Tate in 1772; II. Feb. 
2, 1779 Clara (born Sept. 2, 1759) daughter of Benjamin Wal- 
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ler, by whom 28, Joseph H. married Patsey, widow of Mon- 
tague Williams and daughter of John Waller of "Enfield ;" 29, 
Edward. 

13, John 5 Travis (Edward 4 Champion) under age in 1779 
at time of father's will, married Judith (Langhorne) and had 
issue 30, Champion; 31, Judith; 32, Mary; 33, John. John 
Travis, the father, was dead before 1787, leaving the widow 
Judith and the children named surviving him. At this time 
(1787) Benjamin Carter Waller sued Maurice Langhorne, ad- 
ministrator of the deceased. (Chancery Papers in Williams- 
burg.) 

As is seen the Travis pedigree is by no means a complete 
one. We cannot yet connect Robert Travis, the hero of the 
Alamo. The will of a William Travis was made in Overwhar- 
ton Parish, Stafford County, May 1, 1765, proved August, 
1765, names wife Margaret, children Lucy, Mary, Eleanor. 
Overseer of will William Smallwood. Witnesses Alexander 
Doniphan, John Grigsby, Jr., James Garrett. The following 
statement is sent me: George Travis, born February, 1778, in 
Virginia (died August 8, 1829), married Margaret Johnson 
Timblin (born March 12, 1781, in Armstrong County, Penn., 
died May 2, 1855). They had issue Robert Travis, born in 
Liutler County, Penn., died in infancy; John M. Travis, born 
in Butler Co., Penn., Dec. 12, 1803, married Mary; Martin 
B. Travis, born in Lee Co., Va., July 22, 1805, died in Hinton, 
Shelby Co., 111., i860, married (1st) Isabel Brown, (2nd) 
Kate Redding; Frances M. Travis, born in Lee Co., Va., Aug. 
j8, 1807, died January 12, 1872 in Rensselaer, Indiana, mar- 
ried Stephen M. Travis; William Beatty Travis born Lee 
Town (now Jonesville) Lee Co., Va., Nov. 29, 1809, died Aug. 
24, 1863 in Hinton, Shelby Co., 111., married Mary Galiagan; 
Polly G. Travis, born Jan. 29, 1813 in Lee Co., Virginia, died 
in Johnson, Pa., in 1870 or 1871 ; George W. Travis born in 
Lee County, Va., Jan 25, 1815, died in Indiana Co., Pennsyl- 
vania, married Eliza Dodson. 



